Risk Assessment – Ball Pond Hire
Activity: Hire and operation of children's ball ponds at events.
Equipment: Ball pond, soft play balls, matting.
	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	Potential Harm
	Control Measures
	Risk

	Manual handling
	Staff
	Strains
	Two-person lift; trolley
	Low

	Incorrect assembly
	Users
	Collapse
	Assemble per instructions; inspect
	Low

	Trips around pond
	Public
	Falls
	Keep area clear
	Low

	Overcrowding
	Children
	Collision
	Limit users; supervise
	Medium

	Unsuitable age
	Young children
	Injury/choking
	Age guidance; supervision
	Low

	Contaminated balls
	Users
	Spread of germs
	Clean/sanitise regularly
	Low

	Escaping balls
	Public
	Slip/trip
	Collect immediately
	Low

	Horseplay
	Children
	Minor injuries
	Adult supervision
	Medium

	Damaged equipment
	Users
	Cuts/traps
	Inspect before hire
	Low

	Fire exits blocked
	Public
	Evacuation delay
	Keep exits clear
	Low


Additional Controls
Continuous adult supervision.
Shoes removed before use.
No food, drink or sharp objects.
Inspect before each hire.
Emergency Procedures
Stop use if unsafe, administer first aid, record incidents, remove damaged equipment.
